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YOLO BYPASS
FLOODWAY AND HABITAT CORRIDOR
The following memo outlines, at a conceptual level, the Yolo Bypass Floodway and Habitat Corridor Project (Project).  The Project was assembled by owners of the primarily affected lands in consultation with XXX.  The Project has also been discussed in meetings with state, local and federal elected officials, key department staff, and other interested parties.  The Project was developed based on several criteria:

· Has the potential to be a near-term, low-regret action to protect public safety and improve the Delta ecosystem.

· Consistent with and does not pre-judge or bias the outcome of the Delta Vision or BDCP process.
· Has the potential to be broadly supported.

Project Overview
· Floodway Corridor – Create temporary peak-period storage capacity on the Conaway Ranch to greatly improve the flood control performance of the State-Federal Flood Control System.
· Habitat Corridor – Enhance fish migration through the Yolo Bypass, re-create historical floodplain spawning and juvenile rearing habitat for native fish, and increase availability of nutrients that form the basis of the food chain within the Delta, among other things.

Project Benefits
· Floodway Corridor – A new floodway corridor on the Conaway Ranch would significantly increase flood protection for the Sacramento region, including Natomas and downtown Sacramento, by opening the proposed easement area on Conaway Ranch to accommodate periodic, temporary flood flows.  The project would provide regional flood managers with additional system flexibility and peak-period storage capacity that would substantially improve flood protection for large portions of the Sacramento metropolitan area, by providing the opportunity to substantially lower flood water surface elevations in portions of the Sacramento River, American River, Natomas Cross Canal, Natomas East Main Drainage Canal, and the Yolo Bypass.

In addition to increasing flood protection for the Sacramento region, creation of a floodway on Conaway Ranch offers multiple, regional benefits, including:

· A potential reduction in required channel maintenance in the Sacramento River downstream of the proposed bypass due to reduced flood flows.

· The opportunity to conserve the agricultural and associated fish and wildlife values in the easement area on Conaway Ranch.

· Prevention of increased future flood damages and the associated liability that would be caused by urbanization of the Conaway Ranch.
· The opportunity either to provide a net additional level of flood protection to the Sacramento region or to avoid some of the cost associated with other projects that have been planned to restore and increase flood protection to the Sacramento region.
· Habitat Corridor – Creating a habitat corridor on the Conaway Ranch would help improve, restore, and protect fish habitat and passages.  Specifically, enhancing fish passage through the Yolo Bypass and increased access to seasonally inundated floodplain habitat would contribute to efforts to increase populations of listed fish such as Delta smelt as addressed specifically in the March 2007 “Pelagic Fish Action Plan,” Chinook salmon, and other native fish species.  Providing connectivity between the Sacramento River and the northern Delta through seasonally inundated floodplain habitat within Conaway Ranch offers a variety of benefits to fish and other aquatic resources including: increasing the availability of nutrients, organic carbon, phytoplankton, and zooplankton that form the basis of the food chain within the estuary; increased growth rates and subsequent survival; reducing the exposure of juvenile fish to high mortality areas within the central and southern Delta.

In addition to providing substantial benefits to the Bay-Delta aquatic community, seasonally inundated floodplain habitat on Conaway Ranch would also provide benefits to riparian vegetation and wildlife.  As part of the Project, riparian corridors along the floodplain corridor would provide additional organic material to the system as well as providing important habitat for a variety of wildlife species.
Project Consistency
· Floodway Corridor – Creation of a multi-benefit floodway corridor on Conaway Ranch is consistent with flood prevention strategies outlined in several recent State planning documents, including:  “Flood Warnings: Responding to California’s Flood Crisis”
, “FloodSAFE CALIFORNIA: Rebuilding the System / Reducing the Risk”
, and Bond Expenditure Plan – Fiscal Year 2007-08. 

· Habitat Corridor – Creation of a habitat corridor on Conaway Ranch is consistent with high-priority management strategies
 identified to benefit salmonids and other native Delta fish through Endangered Species Act recovery plans, the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan Actions, the 2005 California Water Plan Floodplain Management recommendation, and other state and federal fish and wildlife management programs.
  The proposed floodplain habitat project on Conaway Ranch would also address one of the major stressors identified in the Pelagic Organism Decline (POD) with respect to insufficient food supplies to support healthy populations of pelagic fish species such as delta smelt, longfin smelt, and others.  

Implementation
The Project area is owned almost entirely by one willing participant and partner, the Conaway Preservation Group (CPG).  In addition, CPG owns almost 86 percent of the land within RD 2035, which greatly simplifies the implementation potential of this Project and reduces transactional costs and delays because necessary project components such as potential flood easements, rights of way, and other permits can be obtained through negotiations with one party.

Given the critical need for and public benefits associated with this Project, the State could (i) provide funding to accelerate the final design of the Project and (ii) help facilitate dialogue with regional stakeholders to insure that the Project maximizes the benefits to the region.  CPG and RD 2035 are prepared to initiate the necessary environmental studies for the floodway corridor to meet CEQA and NEPA requirements and to define potential constraints and mitigation measures.
Potential Funding Sources
· Floodway Corridor – Consistent with other flood control projects, funding for a floodway corridor on Conaway Ranch would likely come from a combination of local, state
 and federal sources.
· Habitat Corridor – Funding to create a habitat corridor on Conaway Ranch would likely come from state
 sources.
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